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A Few Heartfelt Words
As Edwards Lifesciences celebrates its 60th anniversary this year, we are deeply grateful
that our success is fueling charitable giving around the world. Together with our
employees and charitable partners, we are healing hearts for those who need it most.
We give from the heart of our company to support the life-changing purposes of our
partner charitable organizations. Our giving includes grants from Edwards Lifesciences
Foundation, the gift of our employee volunteer time and talents and donations of our
medical innovations for indigent care around the world.

Words From The Heart Can Heal Hearts
In celebration of National Wear Red Day during
February Heart Month, hundreds of Edwards
employees wore red to raise awareness about
heart disease, the number one cause of death for
women. Employees also sent hundreds of
personal cards to women heart patients in need of
support and encouragement. These are just some
of the thousands of ways we can generate more
awareness about heart disease and give back to
our communities around the world.

We focus our charitable initiatives on unmet needs we know deeply and in regions
where we can bring our investments, talent and relationships to help solve problems.
Our signature philanthropic initiative – Every Heartbeat Matters – focuses on impacting
the global burden of heart valve disease by educating, screening and treating
underserved people. We launched the initiative in 2014 with a goal to impact one
million underserved people by 2020 and we are on track to meet or exceed this goal.
We also invest in strengthening communities where we live and work and strive to give
more than we take. We support and inspire our employees to find a cause they are
passionate about. We aspire to have 100 percent of employees participate in at least
one charitable activity each year, and are energized that 77 percent of our employees do
exactly that.
We hope you will join us in giving back in a way that is meaningful to you… it is
contagious and infectious in the most beautiful way.
From our heart to yours,
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Every Heartbeat Matters

1 in 10 Americans
over age 75 has
heart valve disease
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Valvular Heart Diseases: a population-based study. Lancet. September
2006; 368(9540).

These three words represent more than the name of our signature philanthropic
initiative. They embody who we are and what we want to share with the world. These
three words are why we are committed to one specific goal:
By 2020, our philanthropy will impact the global burden of heart valve disease
by supporting the education, screening and treatment of one million underserved
people.
We began this initiative in 2014 and are excited that we are on track to meet or exceed
this bold goal. Our investments in impactful cardiac- and patient-centric partners are
creating a close-knit global community that empowers people and organizations to
sustain and expand their efforts to fight heart valve disease - not just today, but long
after our investments are made.

One in a Million
Berthony Bertrand lives in Haiti, is a good student who
taught himself English, and has became the backbone of his
family by making and selling art created from banana
leaves.
Haiti an even greater struggle. A few years ago, he started to
family borrowed money to see a doctor and learned that his
heart valves were seriously damaged from rheumatic heart
disease. Unless he had surgery, he would die in a few years.

Today, Berthony is healed and back in Haiti, supporting his
parents, five siblings and their children, and looks forward
to a brighter future.
Berthony is just one example of how Edwards' initiative
focused on heart valve disease is transforming a million
underserved lives across the world.

There is no cardiac surgery in Haiti to treat Berthony and
others like him. There are some charitable organizations
organized to help children, but Berthony is in his early
twenties and there are no options for his care. This is where
our Every Heartbeat Matters initiative created an unexpected
and extraordinary opportunity for patient care. Haiti Cardiac
Alliance, Mitral Foundation and University of Virginia came
together with Edwards in a way never done before, breaking
down barriers to care so that Berthony, and others just like
him, were able to receive a life-saving surgery in Dominican
Republic, just hours by bus from his home.

Berthony (far right) with his family. Thanks to an extraordinary partnership between
three Every Heartbeat Matters partners, Berthony received life-saving surgery and
helped create a pathway that could save many more lives. You can see a video about
his story at https://youtu.be/cRw7EIl9wqA

Berthony with Dr. David Adams of Mitral Foundation moments before his surgery where
the young man received donated heart valve technologies from Edwards, healing his
heart with two valves and one ring.

A Global Approach
To A Global Challenge
We are honored to partner with global organizations that are providing underserved
people with the care they need. In developing parts of the world, rheumatic heart
disease (RHD) remains the leading cause of cardiovascular death among children and
young adults – a disease that is essentially eradicated in more developed countries like
the United States.
In partnership with Stanford University’s Global Outreach Programs and Byers Center for
Biodesign, Edwards Lifesciences Foundation supported the development of an animated
film specifically designed to inform parents about the importance of medicine to treat
strep throat, the symptoms that can lead to RHD and what to do if those symptoms
appear.
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The
cause of death globally is
cardiovascular disease, and at least
75 percent of those deaths occur in
low and middle income countries.

The film was carefully crafted so it could be understood by both literate and non-literate
viewers and is being utilized in rural parts of India. The film is demonstrating promising
results that can be translated to effect change in other regions, as well.

Source: World Health Organization,
“Global status report on
noncommunicable diseases,” 2014.

See for yourself how a simple animated film with very few words can inform parents and their children about how to prevent
rheumatic heart disease by visiting https://youtu.be/AkrVGUNeVzQ.

Care Begins
In Our Own Backyards
The Wairoa School outside Sydney, Australia, near the
Edwards regional headquarters, serves 65 students with
intellectual and developmental disabilities. Recently,
several employees visited the school, and while they were
impressed by the staff’s focus on providing quality education
to the students, they noticed the school could use some
help maintaining the grounds and creating an outside
environment that reflected its dedication to its diverse group
of students.
Our employees took action. They met with and listened to
the leaders and staff at the school, and developed a plan to
create an outdoor environment that better met the students’
needs. Over the next few months, our volunteers revitalized
a wheelchair accessible swing area, pressure-washed the
driveway, planted herbs, flowers and other vegetation
throughout the property, and built a retaining wall to ensure
the vegetation would be protected during heavy rains. We
also donated a new lawn mower and other garden equipment
for upkeep of the grounds. Volunteers continue to visit the
school to help assist with the maintenance of these
improved spaces.

This is just one of many situations where our employees
dedicate their time and passion to strengthening the
communities where we live and work around the globe.

Home Is Where
The Heart (And Soul) Is
September 2017 brought significant challenges to our Edwards family in Puerto Rico
as Hurricane Maria swept over the island, leaving most of our 800 employees
without electricity, clean water and nearly every basic service. Many local employees
suffered significant damage to their homes, and several lost everything.
Through the Edwards Lifesciences Foundation, we gifted more than $400,000 to
support employees experiencing hardship as a result of the hurricane. We also set up a
disaster relief fund and for the first time, our Foundation accepted donations from
employees, families and close friends, which provided another $150,000 to help the
most impacted employees.
Additionally, Edwards employees also opened an online gift drive, requesting basic
household items such as blankets, diapers, food, and water, items most needed by our
Puerto Rico colleagues at this critical moment. More than 1,100 donations poured in
and were immediately sent to Puerto Rico, along with cards including inspirational
messages of hope, strength and solidarity for each employee.

Number of donated goods for
employees affected by
Hurricane Maria.

Employees, family and friends rallied around our more than 800 employees in Puerto Rico impacted by the devastating
damage of Hurricane Maria in September 2017.

The Next Generation of Care
Needs A New Generation of Ideas
"Education promotes
equality and lifts people out
of poverty. It teaches
children how to become
good citizens."
United Nations Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon
Source: UNICEF, "Global Leaders
Demand Immediate Attention to
Children’s Education in Crisis Zones,"
2012.

It is inspiring when a new idea happens, and even more extraordinary when that
idea is leveraged to improve the lives of others. For 60 years, creative innovation
has been the backbone of Edwards and is a key reason why the support of
continued learning and education is a vital part of our giving.
In the U.S., we are proud and motivated by the 40 Edwards Lifesciences Foundation
STEM Scholarship recipients who are advancing their lives through higher
education. Majoring in fields like biology, chemistry and computer science at top
U.S. universities, with academic and extracurricular success, these stellar students
are truly the leaders of tomorrow.
Across the world in Ghana, we are equally honored to support Pan-African Society
for Cardiothoracic Surgery (PASCaTS) as they train local nurses to use portable echo
machines to detect rheumatic heart disease (RHD) – a common form of death in
young adults in developing regions. These nurses have already screened more than
3,000 students for RHD and are contributing to a healthier future for this region.
Edwards also supports TEAMFund, an organization that identifies and supports
entrepreneurs and innovators as they develop technologies that address unmet
health needs in India and sub-Sahara Africa. TEAMFund supports these innovators
with funding, mentorship, business education and more, helping to bring their
life-saving technologies to the patients that need them the most, while
simultaneously lifting up the next generation of global innovators.

Education is the backbone of discovery, which is why we support continued learning at every level.

2017 Foundation Cash Investments by Country

77% of our employees participate in
charitable activities every year.

$60

2017 Foundation Cash Grants by Focus Area

$4.3M

$2.3M

$0.4M

$ in Millions

$6,927,058

$57

$50
$40
$30
$20
$10

Every Heartbeat Matters
46 Partners

Community
168 Partners

Other
11 Partners

2005-11 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Foundation Cash Grant Cumulative Giving-to-Date

#FromOurHeart ToYours

#FromOurHeart ToYours

#FromOurHeart ToYours

#FromOurHeart ToYours

From our heart to yours.
Share your heartfelt appreciation, encouragement or love for one another with these little cards. Just remove them from this
report and put one (or more) where someone you care about will find it. It might be on the chair of a co-worker, inside a book
your child is reading, on a pillow, under a windshield wiper, or even hand one to someone personally.
It’s a simple way to let people know they have a place in your heart.
Are you on social media? Then take a picture of your card and tag it with #FromOurHeartToYours @EdwardsGiving
(Facebook), or email us your picture to Edwards_Foundation@Edwards.com and it might make its way to our Facebook page!

Thank you!

I believe in you!

You can do anything!

The world is better
because of you!
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Every Heartbeat Matters
targeted to support underserved heart valve patients and the people who
help them.
Every Heartbeat Matters Clinician Resources
AATS Graham Foundation Valve Fellowships: Fellowships to enhance heart valve
disease knowledge and skills for surgeons who treat patients with limited access to
healthcare. Surgeons may apply for up to three months of visiting a host institution
for advanced training and education. www.AATSGrahamFoundation.org
AATS Graham Foundation Lawrence H. Cohn Clinical Scholar Program: Fellowship
to support cardiac surgeons who desire additional training in valvular surgery or care
within five years of completing residency. Fellows must complete community service
within one year of the Fellowships completion. www.AATSGrahamFoundation.org
The Thoracic Surgery Foundation’s International Cardiac Surgery Outreach
Awards: Grants up to $37,500 to qualified surgeons who are educating, screening
and/or treating underserved patients with heart valve disease around the world.
www.thoracicsurgeryfoundation.org/awards/edwards/
The Thoracic Surgery Foundation's International Medical Volunteer Scholarship:
$2,500 travel scholarships for qualified surgery residents and early year surgeons
interested in volunteering in underserved regions/populations.
www.thoracicsurgeryfoundation.org/medicalvolunteer/
Medical Missions: To educate, screen and treat indigent heart valve patients
around the world. See a list of organizations providing these missions at
www.EveryHeartbeatMatters.org

Every Heartbeat Matters Patient Resources
Patient Advocate Foundation Heart Valve Financial Aid Fund and CareLine: U.S. heart valve patients experiencing barriers to
care can receive free professional assistance and case management to help navigate the insurance and reimbursement system.
www.heartvalve.pafcareline.org or call (866) 318-7892
American Heart Association Heart Valve Patient Ambassadors: Heart valve patients and their caregivers share their heart
valve journey to help and support others. www.heart.org/valves or email heartvalve@heart.org
American Heart Association Support Network: Online community of heart valve patients dedicated to connecting and
supporting one another. www.heart.org/valves
Mended Hearts Patient Visitor Program: Peer-to-peer support program to inspire hope and improve the quality-of-life for
heart patients and their families before or after their heart procedure. www.mendedhearts.org, or call (888) HEART-99
WomenHeart Champions: Female heart valve patients who educate and support women with heart valve disease.
www.womenheart.org, or call (202) 464-8735
Angel Flight West: Volunteers arrange free, non-emergency air travel for children and adults with serious medical conditions
to receive vital treatment that might otherwise be inaccessible because of financial, medical, or geographic limitations.
www.angelflightwest.org
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